STATE OF MAI NE Docket No. 98-629
PUBLI C UTI LI TIES COW SSI ON
Sept enber 28, 1998

MAI NE PUBLI C SERVI CE COVPANY ORDER OF APPROVAL
Revi sion to Terns and Conditi ons

to Extend Low | ncome Assi stance

Program t hrough the 1998-1999

Pr ogram Year

WELCH, Chai rnman; NUGENT, Conmi ssi oner

SUMMARY OF DECISION

By this Order, the Conm ssion approves Mai ne Public Service
Company's (MPS) August 27, 1998 filing of proposed Terns and
Condi ti ons consisting of Sheets 61, Seventh Revision; 62, Seventh
Revi sion; and 63, Seventh Revision so that MPS can continue its
Low I ncome Program for the 1998-1999 Program Year and i ncrease
t he annual benefit levels to $85, $110, $135, and $160 for the
various qualification categories.

DISCUSSION

On August 12, 1998, MPS filed proposed Terns and Conditions
to extend its Powerpact Low I ncone Assistance Programfor the
program year 1998-1999 and to increase the annual benefit for
each of four benefit |evels by $10.

Staff and MPS di scussed the annual decrease in the nunber of
program partici pants over the past four years. Based on these
trends, it is unlikely that the increased benefit |evels proposed
in MPS's August 12 filing would result in spending the budgeted
benefit anpbunt of $237,000. It was agreed that a $20 increase in
each benefit |level would nore closely achi eve the budgeted
spending level. On August 27, 1998, MPS subm tted replacenent
Terms and Conditions Sheets 61, Seventh Revision; 62, Seventh
Revi si on; and 63, Seventh Revision proposing to continue its |ow
i ncone program for the 1998-1999 program year with an increase of
$20 for each of the four benefit |levels of the program

Accordi ngly, we
ORDER

That Mai ne Public Service Conpany's proposed Terns and
Conditions filed on August 27, 1998, consisting of Sheets 61
Sevent h Revision; 62, Seventh Revision; and 63 Seventh Revi sion,
as are hereby approved to becone effective on the date of this
O der.
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Dat ed at Augusta, Maine this 28th day of Septenber, 1998.

BY ORDER OF THE COW SSI ON

Dennis L. Keschl
Adm ni strative Director

COWM SSI ONERS VOTI NG FOR: Wl ch
Nugent

NOTI CE OF RI GHTS TO REVI EW OR APPEAL
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5 MR S. A 8 9061 requires the Public Utilities Comm ssion
to give each party to an adjudi catory proceeding witten notice
of the party's rights to review or appeal of its decision nade at
t he concl usion of the adjudicatory proceeding. The nethods of
revi ew or appeal of PUC decisions at the conclusion of an
adj udi catory proceeding are as foll ows:

1. Reconsi deration of the Comm ssion's Order nay be
request ed under Section 1004 of the Commi ssion's Rules
of Practice and Procedure (65-407 C MR 110) within 20
days of the date of the Order by filing a petition with
t he Conmm ssion stating the grounds upon which

reconsi deration is sought.

2. Appeal of a final decision of the Conm ssion nay be
taken to the Law Court by filing,within 30 days of the date
of the Order, a Notice of Appeal wth the Adm nistrative
Di rector of the Comm ssion, pursuant to 35-A MR S. A 8§
1320(1)-(4) and the Maine Rules of Cvil Procedure, Rule 73
et seq.

3. Addi tional court review of constitutional issues or
i ssues involving the justness or reasonabl eness of rates may
be had by the filing of an appeal with the Law Court,
pursuant to 35-A MR S. A § 1320(5).

Note: The attachment of this Notice to a docunent does
not indicate the Conm ssion's view that the particul ar
docunent may be subject to review or appeal.

Simlarly, the failure of the Conm ssion to attach a
copy of this Notice to a docunent does not indicate the
Comm ssion's view that the docunent is not subject to
revi ew or appeal.



